
 

 

August 8, 2013 

Dr. Christopher P. Austin, Director 
National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences 
31 Center Drive, Room 3B11, MSC 2128 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2290 
 
Dear Dr. Austin: 
 
We write on behalf of the undersigned professional societies and institutions that are committed to 
advancing national agendas in clinical and translational science.  
 
As you know, the Institute of Medicine recently issued a thorough report that reviewed the mission, 
scope, and operations of the CTSA program and made a series of recommendations to enhance the 
impact of the program related to its future operations.  As organizations that strongly support the CTSA 
program, we would like to commend you for your visionary leadership of NCATS and to draw your 
attention to key aspects of the report. 
 
The IOM Committee was very clear in its belief that the CTSAs must reflect and support the full 
spectrum of translational research.  In their first recommendation, the IOM Committee said to: 
 

“…ensure that the CTSA Program as a whole actively supports the full spectrum of clinical and 
translational research while encouraging flexibility for each institution to build on its unique 
strengths;” 

 
In their third recommendation, the IOM Committee said to: 
 

“…reconfigure and streamline the structure of the CTSA Program by establishing a new multi-
stakeholder NCATS- CTSA Steering Committee that would be chaired by a member of NCATS 
leadership team and have a CTSA principal investigator as vice-chair, and provide direction to the 
CTSA Coordinating Center in developing and promoting the use of available shared resources.” 

 
As strong advocates for translational research, we were very pleased with these recommendations and 
are confident that NCATS will effectively implement strategies to address these recommendations.  
 
In particular, we believe that a new Steering Committee can make a major impact on improving the 
structure and operations of the CTSA program. In constituting this Steering Committee, we believe that 
it is crucial to include members with expertise across the full T1 – T4 spectrum, including expertise in 
such critical areas as comparative effectiveness research, community-engaged research, and 

http://www.sgim.org/


implementation science. We would be happy to provide recommendations regarding potential members 
with expertise in these critical areas. 
 
We again thank you for your leadership of NCATS and would like to reiterate our commitment to 
advancing national agendas in clinical and translational research and to promoting research that leads to 
advances in the health and wellbeing of patients and communities.  If you or your staff have any 
comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact Lyle Dennis at ldennis@dc-crd.com who will 
distribute them to the entire group. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
AcademyHealth 
Association for Clinical and Translational Science 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 
Clinical Research Forum 
Joint Advocacy Coalition 
Society of General and Internal Medicine 
Society of Hospital Medicine 
Tufts University 
Tufts Medical Center 
Tulane University School of Medicine  
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