
 

October 29, 2013 

Hon. Allyson Schwartz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Rep. Schwartz: 

 

I am writing to you in my capacity as President of the Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM) to 
thank you for your strong support for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) as indicated by your 
introduction of HR 3336, the “Inspiring Scientific Research and Innovation Supplemental Appropriations 
Act of 2014.” 
 
SGIM is a national medical society of more than 3,000 physicians who are the primary internal medicine 
faculty of every medical school and major teaching hospital in the United States. SGIM members teach 
medical students, residents, and fellows how to care for adult patients. They also conduct research that 
improves primary care, preventative measures, and treatment services for patients.  
 
Our members’ interests in NIH are many and varied, directing research institutes, projects, and centers 
supported by a large number of NIH institutes and centers.  As leaders in academic internal medicine, 
we are at the forefront of the translation of basic medical discoveries into practice and then into the 
public health sphere. 
 
As the bill moves through the legislative process, SGIM would be pleased to work with you to address 
the critical shortcoming in NIH funding, as well as that in the other agencies of the Public Health Service 
(PHS) including the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality.  The critical shortage of discretionary 
funding throughout the PHS – and efforts to slash it further through either appropriations or 
sequestration – is damaging the health and therefore the economic well-being of Americans every day.   
 
Thank you again for your support of the nation’s health infrastructure.  We look forward to working with 
you in the future.  If your staff has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Lyle Dennis at 202-
484-1100 or ldennis@dc-crd.com.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Bass, MD, President 
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