
The Honorable Harry Reid
Senate Majority Leader
S-221, The U.S. Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

On behalf of the Society of General Internal Medicine, I am writing to urge the Senate to pass

measures intended to curb gun violence that were recently adopted by the Senate Judiciary

Committee.

As physicians, educators and researchers we take seriously our responsibilities as stewards of

the public’s health. Thousands of Americans, young and old, die each month as a result of gun

violence. By 2015, gun-related deaths are expected to exceed deaths from motor vehicle

accidents. While we recognize that guns represent safety and personal freedom for many, we

believe that measured and reasonable steps must be taken to lessen the risks of gun-related

deaths and injuries.

As the Senate prepares to debate measures aimed at reducing preventable death and injury

from firearms, we strongly urge you to consider the following recommendations.

 If our society hopes to reduce the incidence of individual and mass gun violence, we

must ensure timely access to affordable medical and mental health care and counseling.

No constraints should be imposed on the patient-doctor relationship that restricts any

discussion of firearm safety and health consequences.

 Physicians and other health professionals should be educated regarding the

epidemiology of gun violence as well as the risk factors for gun-related deaths and

injuries. We also recommend that training extend to gun-violence screening, counseling

and prevention, and in skills for dealing with the consequences of gun violence.

 Current law constrains the National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention and other research agencies from supporting research into the sources

of gun violence, injury and death—and strategies to prevent them. Those constraints

should be lifted immediately.

 Finally, society must acknowledge that certain guns, and certain individuals with access

to guns, pose inherent threats to public health. Gun ownership must require universal

background checks and take into account the public’s overall health and safety. Assault

weapons, high-capacity ammunition magazines, armor-piercing bullets and similar

weapons should be banned.



A comprehensive approach is necessary to protect our families, our communities and our

patients from gun violence. We strongly urge you and your colleagues to support the measures

passed by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Ann Nattinger

President

Society of General Internal Medicine

cc: The Honorable Diane Feinstein, U.S. Senate


