
 

October 22, 2013 

Senator Patty Murray     Rep. Paul Ryan 

United States Senate     House of Representatives 

Washington DC 20510     Washington DC 20515 

 

Senator Jeff Sessions     Rep. James Clyburn 

United States Senate     House of Representatives 

Washington DC 20510     Washington DC 20515 

 

Dear Senators and Representatives: 

I am writing in my capacity as the President of the Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM), a 
national medical society of 3,000+ physicians who are the primary internal medicine faculty of every 
medical school and major teaching hospital in the United States. SGIM members teach medical students, 
residents, and fellows how to care for adult patients. They also conduct research that improves primary 
care, preventative measures, and treatment services for patients.  

Our mission is to lead excellence, change, and innovation in clinical care, education, and research in 
general internal medicine to achieve health care delivery that is comprehensive, technologically-
advanced and individualized; instills trust within a culture of respect; is efficient in the use of time, 
people, and resources; is organized and financed to achieve optimal health outcomes; maximizes equity, 
and continually learns and adapts. 
 
In your capacity as a conferee on the FY2014 budget, you have been given the responsibility for setting 
the fiscal direction of the nation for the rest of this year and into the future.  The decisions you make in 
this capacity will influence the quality of medical education, research and practice for years to come.  
For this reasons, SGIM would like to share some important points for your consideration as you go about 
your critical work. 
 

 Graduate Medical Education Reform – SGIM supports reform of the nation’s GME system that 

better directs the development of the physician workforce to provide high-quality, high-value, 

population-based health care in line with the dynamic needs of our nation’s health care delivery 

system.  But we cannot support arbitrary reductions in GME function that emasculate the 

nation’s ability to train its future physician workforce. 

 Reform of Clinical Practice – SGIM believes that the payment system for general internist-

provided services must be addressed in a manner that fundamentally improves the Resource-

Based Relative Value System (RBRVS); replaces the flawed Sustainable Growth Rate formula; 

http://www.sgim.org/


encourages reforms like the Patient-Centered Medical Home and Accountable Care 

Organizations that stress quality care over volume of care; encouraging the purposeful use of 

health information technology with adequate support for practices that need it; and, addressing 

specific concerns related to targeted populations such as urban and rural underserved areas, 

Native American reservations, veterans medical research, etc. 

 Research in General Internal Medicine – SGIM supports robust and predictable funding for the 

federal government’s research establishment, including the National Institutes of Health, the 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, and Medical and Prosthetic Research at the 

Veterans Health Administration.  SGIM also supports the continuation of the Patient-Centered 

Outcomes Research Institute. 

 Miscellaneous Issues – SGIM also believes that any budget plan that emerges in the next two 

months must provide adequate funding to support Title VII funding for health professions 

development, Community Health Centers, the Council on Graduate Medical Education, and the 

National Health Service Corps. 

SGIM strongly supports the conference committee in its critical work and urges you to move forward 

with a balanced approach to the fiscal issues confronting the country.  If SGIM can be helpful in your 

work, please do not hesitate to contact David Karlson, our Executive Director, at 202-887-5150 or 

karlsond@sgim.org.  

Thank you for your consideration and best of luck in your work. 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Bass, MD, President 

cc: Senator Ron Wyden    Rep. Tom Cole 

 Senator Bill Nelson    Rep. Tom Price 

 Senator Debbie Stabenow   Rep. Diane Black 

 Senator Bernard Sanders   Rep. Chris Van Hollen 

 Senator Sheldon Whitehouse   Rep. Nita Lowey 

 Senator Mark Warner 

 Senator Jeff Merkley 

 Senator Christopher Coons 

 Senator Tammy Baldwin 

 Senator Timothy Kaine 

 Senator Angus King 

 Senator Chuck Grassley 

 Senator Michael Enzi 

 Senator Mike Crapo 

 Senator Lindsey Graham 

 Senator Robert Portman 
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 Senator Patrick Toomey 

 Senator Ron Johnson 

 Senator Kelly Ayotte 

 Senator Roger Wicker 


