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Ryan Kraemer, MD 
Candidate for SGIM Southern President-elect 

Personal Statement 
I seek your vote for president-elect of the Southern region of SGIM.  As a proud 
general internist and clinician educator, I have been an active and contributing 
member of the Southern region since my first SSGIM meeting as a resident.  I have 
served on the SSGIM planning committee for the last five years as an associates 
chair, vignettes chair, and this year as the chair of the planning committee.  Through 
these roles, I have had the opportunity to contribute to our region, and I hope to 
continue that tradition of service as your president. 

The Southern region has a tradition of excellence.  This is due to the contributions 
and dedication of our members who bring high-quality content to our annual 
meeting.  As president, my first priority would be to maintain the excellence of our 
meeting while also seeking innovative new ideas to improve the meeting even 
further.   Our annual meeting is the place where many of us come each year to 
present our work, but also to hear the ideas of other talented faculty and to become 
rejuvenated about our roles as general internists.   I want to ensure that our meeting 
continues to provide content on the topics relevant to our membership. 

Our current membership represents many of the residencies and medical schools in 
the Southeast, but there are still areas of our region that are underrepresented.  I 
want to reach out to these faculty to make them aware of the value of SSGIM 
involvement.  The more diverse our membership becomes, the more we will all 
learn and grow together.  

As your president, I would also be your voice to the national organization.  I would 
seek to make sure that the board of regional leaders is aware of the items of 
importance to our members.  Anyone that knows me can tell you I won’t be shy in 
communicating your priorities!  

I also want to continue to build our relationship with the other southern regional 
societies.  By partnering with the other members of SRM, we can expand the 
educational offerings of our meeting and meet new colleagues and friends.   

While I have many ideas to both maintain and improve our region, my primary focus 
as your president will be to listen to you.   Through proper communication and 
organization, I would strive to make sure our region continues to shine as the best 
region in SGIM!  I would be honored by the opportunity to serve as your president. 
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I am a proud clinician educator in the division of general internal medicine at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB).  After completing medical school at 
LSU Health Sciences Center in Shreveport, Louisiana, I moved to Birmingham for 
internal medicine residency at UAB.  In residency, I grew my passion for teaching 
and patient care and discovered my love for general medicine.  I completed a chief 
residency year and then joined the UAB division of general internal medicine in 
2011. 
 
As a general internist, I participate in both inpatient and outpatient care.  I serve as 
the primary care provider for a panel of around 450 patients at our University clinic.  
I treasure the personal relationships I have formed with my patients and am 
honored to be their doctor. I also supervise our residents in their primary care 
clinics and on the general medicine wards at our University and VA hospitals.  
 
As an assistant program director for the residency program, I am fortunate to spend 
much of my time teaching.  I am fascinated by the learning process and by the 
question, “How do you improve your teaching?”  To this end, I have developed a 
medical education track within our residency program to develop our residents as 
medical educators.  My other areas of interest and curriculum development include 
clinical reasoning, handoffs, high-value care, and simulation.   
 
Outside of UAB, I have been very involved in the Southern Society of General 
Internal Medicine.  Through the annual Southern Regional meeting, I have met a 
wonderful group of colleagues and friends working hard to be outstanding 
internists and teachers. 
 
Outside of the hospital, I spend most of my time as a husband to my wonderful wife 
Katherine and a father to my dog Phil.  We enjoy spending time together as well as 
with family and friends, especially if it includes some time outdoors. 
     
 


