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Blake Barker, MD, FACP 
Candidate for SGIM Southern Membership Chair 

 
Biosketch 
 
Blake Barker, MD, FACP is a clinician-educator at UT Southwestern Medical Center 
at Dallas.  He completed college at Rice University and medical school at Baylor 
College of Medicine in Houston.  He then moved to Chicago for his internship and 
residency in Internal Medicine at Northwestern Memorial Hospital.  While his wife 
finished her residency in Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, he worked for one year 
with Chicago Lakeshore Medical Associates as a teaching hospitalist receiving the 
Contributed Services Teaching Award from the Northwestern Department of 
Medicine. 
 
He joined the UT Southwestern Department of Medicine and Division of General 
Internal Medicine as an Assistant Professor of Medicine in 2011.  He has maintained 
a busy primary care practice and has been a frequent contributor to various clinical 
workflow and quality improvement projects in both his university practice and the 
residency continuity clinic at Parkland Memorial Hospital where he supervises care 
one half-day per week.  He has been annually recognized by the Bridges to 
Excellence program since 2012 and as a D Magazine Best Doctor since 2014. 
 
His passion is for medical education, and he has served as Co-Director of the 
Internal Medicine Clerkship since 2014.  Over the last 2 years, he and his co-director 
have implemented multiple innovations including “Skin Rounds”, a dermatology-
focused physical diagnosis rounds experience, “Reflection Rounds”, a facilitated 
small group discussion of personally challenging cases, and conversion of all core 
lectures to a team-based interactive format.  The Internal Medicine Clerkship 
remains the most highly rated clerkship on campus.  He was personally selected as a 
graduation marshal by the 2016 graduating class.  He was also selected for 
membership to the Alpha Omega Alpha in 2016 by the UTSW chapter student 
leadership. 
 
Blake has been a regular reviewer for Southern SGIM, SGIM, Texas ACP and ACP 
meetings.  He completed the SGIM TEACH program in 2015, and he has served as 
Co-Chair of the Southern SGIM Clinical Vignettes Competition since 2015.  
 
In January of 2017, he will transition to a new role as Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs.  He is excited about the opportunity to influence the learning climate, 
professional development and wellness of UT Southwestern’s medical students in 
this leadership position. 
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Personal Statement 
 
As a junior clinician-educator, no two organizations have had greater impact on my 
personal professional development than SGIM or Southern SGIM. I have met 
colleagues with broadly common interests, fellow clinicians with similar values and 
educators that motivated me to try harder, to go farther.   
 
Inspired by these personal professional experiences, I ask for your consideration as 
a candidate for Southern SGIM Membership Chair.  Academic generalists face many 
challenges and opportunities in coming years, and I believe organizations such as 
these, which facilitate professional development and mentorship so effectively, are 
among our most important tools to navigate the future of American medicine and 
medical education. 
 
As Membership Chair, I would first look for opportunities to increase the breadth of 
institutions actively involved in Southern SGIM.  Through collaboration with the 
institutional champions established by prior Membership Chairs, I would work to 
develop engagement through those who know their colleagues best.  As a faculty 
member at an institution that has been actively advocating for greater local 
involvement, I feel I am well equipped for this challenge. 
 
I would also work with SGIM at the national level to increase awareness of academic 
generalism among trainees.  A steady influx of bright minds is crucial for our future 
success. 
 
I am certain that these organizations have had as much meaning for you as they 
have for me, and I hope to have the opportunity to continue building a strong 
community of academic generalists in our region. 
 
 


